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Manuscripts Format Requirements

1. Article types

● Original research

Original research is the main article type published by us. It mainly includes

hypothesis, background study, methods, results, interpretation of findings, and a

discussion of possible implications.

● Review

Review articles provide a critical and constructive analysis of existing published

literature in a field, through summary, analysis, and comparison, often identifying

specific gaps or problems and providing recommendations for future research.

● Comment

Comment is a very flexible format. Comments may be about policy, science and

society or purely scientific questions. The main criterion is that they should

immediately interest journal readers and be written in a straightforward,

untechnical style.

● Book review

The aim of a book review is to provide insight and opinion on recently published

scholarly books. Book reviews are also relatively short articles and less

time-consuming.

● Letter

Letter is a new and brief scientific report of some novel and interesting ideas,

clinical cases or outstanding findings, which will be of interest to scientists in other

fields. Letters include a referenced ~200 word introductory paragraph, main text of

no more than 1,500 words and 4 display items (figures, tables).

● Perspectives articles

These are author’s personal opinions on a subject or topic. Unlike review articles,

perspectives articles may cover a more specific, narrow part of the field. However,

these are still required to uphold the spirit of academia to be objective as well as

aim to initiate or further discussions.

Please also check our journal section arrangements before you submit, above

mentioned are generally types for articles published in our journal. Innovative

research findings in different manuscript types are also welcomed and encouraged.

2. Format Requirements

The manuscript does not have to follow our format requirements at the time of

initial submission. The following detailed format requirements apply to the

manuscript which has got the acceptance notice. In addition, if authors feel that the
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service of copy editing or English editing is good for their articles, we encourage

them to seek for it before submission or during the review phase.

2.1 Title page

The title page should include:

● A concise and informative title, less than 15 words

● The name(s) and affiliation(s) of the author(s)

● The e-mail address of the corresponding author

● If available, the 16-digit ORCID of the author(s)

2.2 Abstract

Please provide an abstract of 150 to 250 words to summarize the content as well as

its significance. The abstract should not contain any undefined abbreviations or

unspecified references.

2.3 Keywords

Please provide 3 to 7 keywords which can be used for indexing purposes, please

remember to capitalize the first letter and separate them by semi-colon.

2.4 Text

Manuscripts should be submitted in Word.

● Use a normal, plain font (e.g., 10-point Times Roman) for text.

● Use italics for emphasis.

● Use the automatic page numbering function to number the pages.

● Use the table function, not spreadsheets, to make tables.

● Use the equation editor or MathType for equations.

● Save your file in docx format (Word 2007 or higher) or doc format (older Word

versions).

Headings

Please use the decimal system of headings with no more than three levels;

Capitalize the first letter of the headings; Bold the primary and secondary headings

and italicize the tertiary headings.

Abbreviations

Abbreviations are defined at the first mention and are used regularly thereafter and

cannot be changed.

Footnotes

Footnotes can be used to give additional information, which may include the

citation of a reference included in the reference list. They should not consist solely

of a reference citation, and they should never include the bibliographic details of a

reference.

Footnotes to the title or the authors of the article are not given reference symbols.

Always use footnotes instead of endnotes.
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Acknowledgments

Acknowledgments of people, grants, funds, etc. should be placed in a separate

section on the title page. The names of funding organizations should be written in

full. Authors should obtain permission to acknowledge from all those mentioned in

the acknowledgments.

2.5 Reference

The list of references should only include works that are cited in the text and that

have been published or accepted for publication. Personal communications and

unpublished works should only be mentioned in the text. Do not use footnotes or

endnotes as a substitute for a reference list.

Reference list entries should be numbered and appear in the order they appear in

the text. Journal names and book titles should be italicized.

For example:
[1] Errami M, Garner H. A tale of two citations. Nature. 2008; 451(7177): 397-399.

[2] Errami M, Garner H. A tale of two citations. Nature. 2008; 451(7177): 397–399. Available from:

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v451/n7177/full/451397.html [Accessed 20th January

2015].

[3] Wang F, Maidment G, Missenden J and Tozer R. The novel use of phase change materials in

refrigeration plant. Part 1: Experimental investigation. Applied Thermal Engineering.

2007;27(17–18): 2893–2901. Available from: doi:10.1016/j.applthermaleng.2005.06.011.

[4] Simons NE, Menzies B, Matthews M. A Short Course in Soil and Rock Slope Engineering.

London: Thomas Telford Publishing; 2001.

[5] Carr I, Kidner R. Statutes and conventions on international trade law. 4th ed. London:

Cavendish; 2009.

2.6 Figures and Tables

All figures or tables should be numbered in Arabic numerals. Figures or tables

should always be referenced in text in consecutive numerical order. Each figure or

table should have a concise title that accurately describes what it represents.

Headings begin with "Figure or Table" in bold, followed by a number, also in bold.

There should be no punctuation after a number and no punctuation at the end of a

heading. If possible, figures or tables should be submitted separately or at the end

of the text. If you include figures or tables that have already been published

elsewhere, you must obtain permission from the copyright owner(s) for both the

print and online format.

2.7 Electronic Supplementary Material

We accepts electronic multimedia files (animations, movies, audio, etc.) and other

supplementary files to be published online along with an article.

General Information:

Please supply all supplementary material in standard file formats.

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v451/n7177/full/451397.html
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Please include in each file the following information: article title, affiliation and

e-mail address of the corresponding author and all author names.

File Format:

● Audio, Video, and Animations

● Aspect ratio: 16:9 or 4:3

● Maximum file size: 25 GB

● Minimum video duration: 1 sec

● Supported file formats: avi, wmv, mp4, mov, m2p, mp2, mpg, mpeg, flv, mxf, mts,

m4v, 3gp

Text and Presentations:

● Submit your material in PDF format; .doc or .ppt files are not suitable for

long-term viability.

● A collection of figures may also be combined in a PDF file.

Spreadsheets:

● Spreadsheets should be submitted as .csv or .xlsx files (MS Excel).

● Collecting Multiple Files: It is possible to collect multiple files in a .zip or .gz file.


